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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, National Aeconnaissance Office

BUBJECT : Batellite Programs

1. Attached is the latest information we have cn the satellite
schedule for Calendsr Year 1962-63 which includes recommeniations marked
in red.

2. At the present time there are eight CCRONA {MRAL) payloads which
are not mated with THOR-AGENA vehicles. In viev of the preseni unknowns
in the BANDS prograx, itiswthNwMﬂcdum
in the attachment begimming in October 1962 through May of 1563. In ad-
dition, it is reccmmended that an additional five MURAL payloads be pur-
chaged to provide coverage through October of Calendar Year 1963. General
Curtin's people indicate (a) a decision to procure the additional THOR-
AGENAS for ibe otghthleﬂleﬂndetolM* 1963;
&b; the production feor THOR-AGEBAS is scheduled through May of 1963; and

¢} there is & twslve-month delivery lead time required for thase ariicles.

3. With reference to CORONA (MURAL), the last paylosl is to be de-
1ivered in July of 1962. If the production line is shut dowmn, then eight
months will be required to re-order and make availeble for flight. he
cost faor retooling and & up the production line wouid be
for the first paylosd and or each sdditional cswers (present cost).
1 would recommend that eight “)GENA® be assigned to the present eight
availeble CORONA (MURAL) paylosds and that five sdditicmal payloads be
purchased at this time to ensure coverage through QOetober of 1963.

h, 'The CORONA (MURAL) snd LANYARD programs when combined should pro-
vide the community with broad and datailed coverage. The reliable CORONA
(MURAL) configurstion can be improved by an inerease in the foeal length
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from 26" to %0". I would propose the procurement of six LO" CORONA (MIRAL)
payloads together with Alr Force vehicles as noted below. The mumbers
reflected belov indicate epproximate cost figures wy people compiled for
this propoeal.

Pﬂlaad Coat

a. Design end Febrication of lst Itek Cemera 25X1
b. Tive additional Itek Cameras
¢. Nose Cones (€ each) EG.E.)
4. Pilm and Processing (2K)

Vehicle snd Support Cost

@. Design and Febrication of lst LMSC Subsysten
b. Five additional LMBC SBubsystems

¢, Bix THORS

d. Six THORS {Boost)

e. B£Bix ACERA D's

£. Launch Services for 6 THORS

g. Launch Services for & AGEWAB

h. Bngineering Bervices for 6 Bhots

TOTAL

5. The program set forth in ihe sttechment points cut that by extend-
ing the present CORCNA program through October of 1963 snd allowing fourteen
months' lead time for the 40" CORONA progrem (providing the decision is
reached by August 1962) that & reliable proven sysiem will be providing
intelligence information through Cxlendar Year 1963. During the latter
part of 1962 and early 1963, if the S8AMDB, LANYARD pragrm bave 25X 1
not gene fully operaticnal, then the back-up CORONA ORCHA progrem
will ensure the intelligence commmity of at least nonthly coverage. 1
hope we will be able to work towerd & schedule whereby one would be on
standby that could he lsunched on short notice against specific targets.
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6. Sumserizing the recommendations for future Agency satellite
programs the following action should be taken:

8. Eight THOR-AGENA vehicles should be assigned to the eight
repaining MURAL peylomds;

b. Five sdditional CORONA {MURAL) peyloasds should be procured
and THOR-AGENA essigned; and

7, We would appreciats your comments 80 that we can take appropriate
1 action to implement this progrem.

HERBERT SCOVILLE, JR.
Deputy Director

¢. The yrocurement of six 4O" CORONA (MURAL) systems be initiated.
ILLEGI
Research) 5

Attachment: Sstellite Schedule

i SIGNATURE RECOMMENDED:

2 L7 oerli

r————————— o e

'. STANLEY W. BEERLI
| Colonel USAF
! Acting Chief, DFD

Distribution:
Copy #1 - Addressee w/att.
#2 & #3 - DD/R w/att.
; #l - AC/DPD w/att.
\ #5 - ¢/DB/DPD w/att.
1 #6 - c/oB/DPD/Chrono w/att.
#7 - RI/DPD w/att.

pC/DB/DFD (18 June 1962)
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